Dangerous rises in blood pressure upon heating of trigeminal rootlets; increased bleeding times in patients with trigeminal neuralgia.
During radiofrequency (RF) heating of trigeminal rootlets, we regularly measured blood pressure rises to 250 to 300 mm Hg, confirming two previous reports. We also found abnormally increased bleeding times in 12% of 127 patients awaiting operation for trigeminal neuralgia. These two facts probably explain 6 fatalities and 2 lasting hemiplegias from intracranial bleeding unrelated to vascular puncture by the needle electrode during RF procedures for trigeminal neuralgia. We recommend correction of the abnormal bleeding time and control of the blood pressure rises by i.v. sodium nitroprusside.